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Advent is a funny season. Funny the way someone with sixteen items in the ten-items-or-less express lane at 

the grocery store is funny. Then they get out their coupons. And their exact change. Then ask whether a particular item 

was, in fact, supposed to be on sale because they didn’t get the sale price. All you want to do is pay for your milk and 

bread and be on your way, but this person–another child of God–has other ideas.  

 Many of us are in a hurry to get to Christmas, but Advent has other ideas. Christmas works very hard to get our 

attention: the Christmas décor went up in the stores right before Halloween, Christmas carols are playing on the radio 

and in elevators, Christmas specials are already featured on TV. Already we have Christmas parties to attend and 

Christmas cards to write and Christmas presents to buy, wrap, and send. But Advent stands resolutely in Christmas’s 

way, sorting coupons and counting change, forcing us to take a deep breath and realize that we’re not going to hurry 

time along. 

 And really, that’s Advent’s job. Advent is a season of waiting. Waiting not so much for the Christ child to appear 

in the manger of Bethlehem, but rather waiting for the crucified, risen, and ascended Jesus to “come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead” in his kingdom that shall have no end. And so Advent teaches us to wait because God 

will act in God’s own time to send Jesus again in glory. And Advent teaches us to hope because when Jesus does come 

again it will be for the purpose of judging the earth, meaning making right all the things that are wrong, vindicating 

those to whom justice has been denied, raising up the poor, the lowly, the disenfranchised.  Advent stubbornly insists 

that God in Christ Jesus will come to us again the way God in Christ Jesus came to us the first time: “in the fullness of 

time” (Galatians 4:4), i.e. at just the right time. 

 Because we believe that Christ will come again, we can wait for him in hope, confident that what Jesus has 

promised he will do. We can wait for him with peace, assured that God in Christ acts with the good of God’s people in 

mind. We can wait for Jesus with joy knowing that God’s actions are for the salvation of the world. So, “Come, thou 

long-expected Jesus!” We’ll wait.  

      In Christ, 

                  Jeff 

http://www.cochranchapel.org/


 

 

 
  

  

       
 

 

Cochran Chapel UMC’s 

Missions’ Team 

4th Annual Alternative Gift Market 

Looking for that perfect gift for someone special, possibly someone who has everything, someone who's not 

into collecting more "stuff,” someone who loves giving gifts more than receiving them? 

Our Alternative Gift Market offers gifts perfect for any occasion, gifts that take up no room and have no 

expiration date. These gifts promote awareness in Cochran Chapel's missional work and provide a way for 

church members and guests to select meaningful gifts (for any occasion) that benefit others                            

to strengthen bonds between both members and our community. 

They are gifts that keep on giving, gifts from the heart that honor the recipients because                                  

you have donated to a worthy endeavor in their honor.  

 

Sunday, December 3, 2017 

after Sunday school 9:45-10:10 

and after church till 12:15. 

Fellowship Hall (directly beneath the sanctuary, next to coffee fellowship) 

 

   Our Missions 

Cochran Kitchen 

North Dallas Shared Ministries 

Project Transformation 

Sudie L. Williams Elementary School Fund 

 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

Cheryl’s jams and jellies, homemade pies from the Open Door Class Bakers,                                                               

and handmade gifts from Sudie Williams Elementary students. 

    



Tis the season to be Thankful! Thankful for all that God has done, is doing, and will do in all of our lives. This is by far my favorite 

time of the year for it brings out the best in humanity. The air is filled with the hustle and bustle of the Holiday spirit. This is also 

a great time to stop, reflect and appreciate all of the blessings in our lives.  I have the chance to enjoy my family, read a good 

book or two, and truly relax. My favorite thing to do during my week off is going to the mall and searching for the items for 

others. The hardest part of this break is not filling every free second with teacher tasks. I want to go to the school so badly, but I 

hear Sandra’s voice telling me to “Rest Dear Heart” every time I get the urge. I also believe that God is on Sandra’s side for me to 

relax and enjoy this time off, because my school email account is down and will not work until we return from break. Touché 

God…Touché.        

We are only FOUR weeks away from our Christmas Cantata: One Silent Night. Please invite all of your friends and family, so that 

they may witness the story of Jesus’s birth through song. I have invited several friends to join the chorus and have put the final 

touches on our orchestra. 

I would like to spotlight Yvonne Wesley for her dedication to our music ministry here at Cochran Chapel.  She leads the soprano 

section with ease, and help those that may not read music understand musical concepts. She fills in for me on Sundays in my 

absence and often creates beautiful harmonies and descants that will blow your mind. Thank you for all that you do and may 

God continually bless you with the gift of music.  

The reminder that many of us have not met certain goals that we pledged this past January also accompanies this time of the 

year. For me, I have not met my goal to lead a healthier life.  Like some of you, my size has always been a problem that I have 

had to deal with my entire life. Many factors have contributed to my size, but none of those matters. I am asking for your prayers 

and for your help. Cochran Chapel UMC could become the church that promotes healthier living. Just think…we could host 

several events that could not only encourage healthier living, but promotes our church in a way that may bring in more families. 

Events such as cooking classes, health seminars, walking teams, yoga, Zumba, etc. could add a little spice to our church.  

“I vow to thee my country all earthly things above, Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love; the love that asks no 

questions, the love that stands the test, that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; the love  that never falters, the love that 

pays the price, The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.” 

With Veterans Day recently passed, I thought it would be appropriate to use my music review this month to pay tribute to those 

in which we all should be thankful, our troops. Those that defend our freedom across this world every day. Homeland by Z. 

Randall Stroopes is a wonderful masterpiece.  The beginning of the composition is filled with dissonant sevenths that can be 

symbolic of conflict. This section is overshadowed by the strong unison voices of both men and women singing their 

commitment to the cause of defending our freedom. A solemn section comes in the middle of the piece. Listeners will hear a 

change of the happy melodies turn into dark minor harmonies. This section is there to remind us that hard times may come, and 

that some individual lives may be lost. However, if we stay the course and keep the end goal in mind, we shall reach victory in 

the end.  

“Though the road has bends and turns, and my spirit suffers, humans fail, system fail, and shadows fall. But the ruts run deep, cut 

by the blood of faces above, and voices now silent... But the message is loud and heard, Homeland Homeland, renew your youth, 

restore your soul!” 

Listening to this piece makes me proud to call this country home. We are one people, one land, all under one God. We must 

remember to not let the things that we cannot change divide, for a house divided cannot stand.  

“Homeland, the country that I love, hold out your arms to me. I strive for you, and give you the best I hope to be!”  

 As always, I encourage you to listen to this piece via YouTube and share with me in person your thoughts. I look forward to 

speaking with you.  

Blessings,       Cory 

     

 
                    
 
 
  

 



 
  

Dear Santa, 

There are so many things 

For which we’re going to ask 

Maybe God will help us 

With this monumental task 

Countless things are needed 

Here on Planet Earth 

As we set about to celebrate 

The Baby Jesus’ birth 

Consider this necessity 

While loading up the sleigh 

Many of Earth’s children 

Need healthy food each day 

Please see what you can do 

To alter this condition 

Eradicate world hunger 

Providing good nutrition 

Include a chart about good manners 

For those who would be rude 

And a magical prescription 

For improving attitude 

We need an antitoxin 

For people who are vicious 

Please bring some good world leaders 

And some honest politicians 

We need a “how to” booklet 

Designed to wipe out war 

This more than anything 

Is what we’re wishing for 

Respectfully we are listing 

Our wishes and our plea 

Might we find them Christmas Morning 

Underneath the Christmas Tree. 
 

With Love,  All the Children of the World 

Laura Sue Perrenot, November 24, 2009 

 

 

 

Reminder! 

Church Office will be closed: 

 December 25 through December 28. 



  

Request for Treats and             

Holiday Goodies 

The residents of Cochran House have spent 

the last several weeks out in the garden, 

clearing away grass and weeds and turning 

the earth in preparation for planting both 

winter and spring seeds. It occurs to me that 

this is very much like what we have been 

doing as a community in relating to both our 

neighborhood and our anchor church. In 

dreaming with the house and Pastor Jeff, 

 

we are looking forward to planting seeds in the neighborhood this holiday season in several ways. First, 

we at Cochran House have been led to provide treats and holiday goodies for the folks that work in the 

various businesses across the street from Cochran House. We want to extend an invitation to Cochran 

Chapel to help us prepare treats and drop them off at Cochran House on December 10-17, so we can 

deliver the treats to the various businesses across Northwest Highway. Second, we are looking forward 

to connecting with Cochran Chapel and the neighborhood with our Christmas Open House on the 

evening of Friday, December 15th. During this season when we wait for the birth of the Christ Child, we 

look forward to continuing to listen, discern, and embrace God’s call to plant, nurture, and harvest seeds 

of God’s love in this neighborhood in relationship with CCUMC. May God bless you in for your work, 

your rest, your coming, and your going as you move through Advent and into the joy Christmas! 

Grace and peace, 

Lisa, Justin, Rebecca, and Macie 

 

 

It is hard to imagine but another holiday season is here. The folks at Cochran House would like to 

cordially invite you to help us make merry and spread holiday cheer on Friday, December 15th from 

6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at our annual open house. The house will be decorated and there will be plenty of 

holiday eats and treats to enjoy. So, come help us celebrate the season with laughter, fun, song and 

goodwill to all mankind. I will be in service over the next few weeks with more announcements to come. 

Please know that people of all ages are more than welcome. 

With blessings and the first of many season’s greetings, 

Rev. Justin Hancock, Co-Founder, The Julian Way 

 

      



  

 

SUMMARY OF  

NOVEMBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Board of Trustees: – Security was the main topic of 

discussion: how to maintain the safety of our worshipers 

on Sunday mornings. Discussion will continue. 

Finance Committee – No information available. 

Mission Team – Chair Peggy Vickrey led the Team in 

evaluating and determining what CCUMC’s Mission 

should be as we move forward to face the many needs 

of our community – near and far. Congregation is 

invited to make suggestions for Mission projects of 

interest and need. In other words, the CCUMC Mission 

Team’s goals are “under construction.” 

 

 

 

Cochran Kitchen November Update 

•Served 57 guests 130 plates of food              

•Distributed 38 Bags of Grace (non-perishable 

food items) to guests                                                

•Provided showers for 5 guests                               

•Gave 22 guests bus passes                                

•Offered dozens of bags of hygiene products 

and items of clothing.  

Guest Eddie provided music to everyone’s 

delight and two students from Sudie Williams 

served meals with CCUMC volunteers. 

 

CHRISTMAS SEASON VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITY 

Our Next Cochran Kitchen is December 20 

3:00 to 4:00 PM – “dress” tables, place 

condiments4:00 to 5:00 PM – set up stations 

(shower, clothing, drinks, greeting); wash fruit,                

wrap flatware with napkins 

5:00 to 5:30 PM – Greet, talk with and listen to 

guests 

5:30 to 7:00 PM (or until food runs out) – serve 

meals, listen to/talk with guests 

6:30 PM until Meaders has been cleaned up 

 

North Dallas Shared Ministries 

December Need:  Canned Fruit 

 

Please leave your donations of canned fruit under 

the North Dallas Shared Ministries sign in our 

atrium or if you prefer not to shop, checks can be 

made out to CCUMC, noted for NDSM or 

donations can be made online.  

 Thank you for helping those less fortunate. 

     



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

6 – Daniel Knight 

11 – Bill Near 

11 – Linda Rogers 

16 – James Christopher Cain 

Cochran House 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE – DECEMBER 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: December 25 through December 28 

Alternative Gift Market – Give a gift in support of Cochran Kitchen, Sudie Williams, Project Transformation, and/or 

North Dallas Shared Ministries and take home homemade jam, buttermilk pie, handcrafted ornaments or bookmarks. 

All of them make unique Christmas gifts. December 3, Fellowship Hall, 9:45 – 10:10 and 11:30 – 12:15. 

Angel Tree – Gifts, wrapped due back to CCUMC December 3. 

Mission Team – meets in Fellowship Hall, 6:30 PM on December 5. 

Chancel Choir rehearsals –  usually meets every Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Choir Room December 6, 13, 20. No rehearsal 

on December 27. Please check with Cory Roberson, Director of Music, for updated schedule through remainder of year. 

Knitwits – meets Tuesdays, 1:00 to 3:00 PM; Brown Bag lunch 12:00 noon – all are welcome (members and non-

members, knitters and non-knitters, men and women), Fellowship Hall: Dec 5, 12. No meetings Dec 19 nor 26th. 

2nd Sunday Potluck Lunch – offered second Sunday of the month, meets in Fellowship Hall right after Worship Service, 

December 10. 

Cochran House – Open House on Friday, December 15, from 6:30 to 9:30 PM. All are invited. 

Finance Committee – Meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:00 PM. December 19. 

Board of Trustees – Meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:45 PM. December 19. 

Cochran Kitchen – usually offered last Wednesday of the month, opens 4:00 PM, Meaders Hall: December 20.   

Deadline for The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together – December 22 at noon is the last day information can be 

submitted to be included in our January newsletter. Either email office@cochranchapel.org with your information or 

leave a hardcopy of your text in the church office with contact information should there be questions. Thank you. 

Reading Group – usually meets fourth Thursday of the month, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Fellowship Hall. December 7 for 

the annual Christmas potluck and ornament exchange. 

NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE: CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED January 1st and 2nd. 

 

 

18 – Chris Lindhart 

19 – Melinda Gilliam 

22 – Jerry Norris 

23 – Fran Obar 

 

28 – George Hendrix 

28 – Andrea Kline 

28 – Robin Phelan 

30 – George Purvis 

31 – Tom Murphy Please say “Happy Birthday” to Karen Watts, who celebrated a birthday 

November 2nd. Her name was inadvertently omitted from CCUMC’s November 

Birthday List. Our apologies!! 



 

 

High school students Anthony Breedlove III and DeWitt Hunter for adding their voices to CCUMC’s Chancel Choir 

most Sunday mornings. Their participation adds greatly to our worship experience. Also, thanks to Choir Director Cory 

Roberson for transporting these two music students to share their talent. 

Our church secretary, Sandra Hanger, for always having the answers or at least finding the answers to the hundreds of 

questions asked to “publish” this newsletter. 

Rev.  Jeff Hall for taking the time to write a monthly message for The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together, as well as 

reviewing, verifying, and editing.  

Beth Knight for organizing Bags of Grace in November – at the last minute no less. 

All our Angels who participated in Sudie Williams’ Angel Tree. One of our angels was seen grabbing multiple names 

from the Angel Tree – to ensure all the children in one family received a Christmas gift. 

Cheryl Clark for consistently making delicious meals for Cochran Kitchen guests (with the help of many). Her November 

meatloaf was a huge hit with guests and volunteers.  

The Craft Group and KnitWits, who create baby caps and baby blankets that are given to families who otherwise 

would do without, and Prayer Shawls that are given to those experiencing long-term illnesses and/or recoveries.  

Neil Bickley for faithfully teaching The Open Door Sunday School Class for years and years. 

  

        

                                              

Merry Christmas  
and 

Happy New Year! 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

 

Nursery: 9:00 AM; RM 100 for children 3 years 

of age and younger. 

Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 AM: Class 

meets on 1st floor of Education Building for 

children ages 4 years of age and older. 

Open Door: 9:00 AM in RM 201: Led by Neil 

Bickley. All adults are welcome. 

Seekers: 9:00 AM in RM 203: Led by Pastor 

Jeff. Class is studying Mark’s Gospel. All adults 

are welcome.     

 

   


